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The Theoretical Meditation on The Reservation or Abolishment of the Key Senior High
School

XIA Zhengjiang
(College of Education, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai, 200234, China)
Abstract: The debate about the reserving or abolishing of elite school is meaningful only when
the elite school is managed by government and supported by the preferential policy. This paper
tries to discuss the reason whether the elite school should be reserved or abolished by focusing on

LEENT3

the four key topics that is “giving priority to efficiency”, “teaching student according to their

LT

aptitude”, “elite education” and “ability based equity”. From this discussion, the author finds that
we can’t make a definite conclusion because every possible advantage of establishing elite school
is conditional and we must pay the price for the realization of that possible advantage. Presently
speaking, the elite school still can be improved greatly. However, the most important thing is to
run the school according to the intrinsic law of elite education, if this requirement can’t be met, all
of the other possible advantages of establishing elite school will be lost. Despite all this, we still
have some difficult theoretical problems to be resolved, such as which is better between the
decentralized and centralized cultivation of gifted student, what’s the relationship between the
school stratification and social stratification.

Key words: key senior high school; giving priority to efficiency; teaching student according to

one’s aptitude; elite education; ability based equity.
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