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Rethinking on the Characteristics of General High School in Current China

Shi Zhongying

Abstract: Characteristics of general high school are a set of normative features to general high school practice and the
inner basis to reform general high school. Traditionally, researchers and policy—makers have regarded general high school
as the high stage of basic education, hence chosen the word "basic" as one of the main characteristics of general high
school. However, with the development of upper secondary education and the deepening of curriculum reform at this
stage, researchers and practitioners proposed some new statements on the characteristics of general high school, such as
"selectivity", "individualization", "preparatory" and "popularity", etc., which have gradually influenced the educational
practice of general high school in current China. According to the method of "expecting the reality to correspond to the
name" in ancient Chinese epistemology and the meaning theory of logical positivism, general high school in China should
be understood from three dimensions of "general education", "upper secondary education" and "educativeness ", which is
with rich characteristics of "generality", "guidance", "fundamentality", "preparatory” and "popularity". Therefore, the
characteristics above should be grasped totally, analyzed dialectically and understood concretely in the process of
policy—making and implementation during the reform of general high school, so that general high school in China can
develop healthily.

Key words: general high school, general education, curriculum reform
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