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Learning-Education with Life Interaction as the Underlying Mechanism .

Interpretation of the Confucian View of Education

YU Shu-sheng

(Faculty of Education, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 1008753
Kunlun Scholars, Qinghai Normal University, Xining 810008, China)

Abstract: Hsueh refers to both learning and education, reflecting a phenomenon called Fan Yi Gong Zi
(i. e. , a special cultural phenomenon, with one word denoting opposite meanings). It reveals an important
feature of ancient Chinese view on education, especially Confucian view. The phenomenon is probably re-
lated with the idea that Life Interaction is the underlying mechanism of cosmic changes conveyed by ancient
sages. Hermeneutically, both the constructional shape and connotation of the Chinese word Huseh are
closely related to the philosophy expressed in the Book of Changes (I Ch’ing), especially the Confucius
Commentaries on the book. When Huseh is explained as Yao, which means six lines intersect with each
other, it implies that human beings interact with the spirit of Heaven and Earth, and thus further implies
the sympathy and spiritual interaction among people. When Huseh is explained as Xi’ao, which means
modeling, it implies the interaction between learning and education and the response and conformity of the
inferior to the superior, and that of the successor to the forerunner, and the junior toward the senior.
When Ju’eh (i.e., awaken) and Xi’ao (i. e. , modeling) paraphrase each other, it implies that the so-
called Xi’ ao should not be interpreted as the learner becoming the object of education, but the learner
completing himself or herself to achieve who he or she shall be and to meet his or her own rhythm of life in
his or her active response to the educator. Learning and education are two facets of a coin, which is a con-
crete manifestation of the way of changes; that is, yin and yang emerge as a pair and change in succession
to each other. The phenomenon of Fan Yi Gong Zi is derived in this way, so it can’t be fully explained by
theory of Dialectical Thinking. The reason that Huseh denotes education lies in that Confucianists’ learn-
ing and education refer to the completion and transmission of the significance of life. The completion and
transmission of significance must be presented in daily life and daily conduct, in interaction between oneself
and matters (non-ego). All the above are rooted in self-cultivation: self-cultivation precedes teaching and
self-cultivation means teaching. Verbal instructions and orders must rely on self-cultivation to exert its ed-
ucational influence. All in all, Huseh denoting ji’ao, reveals the profound thought that self-cultivation is
the root (only) from where the transmission of life significance can be achieved. Modern times witness the
way being reversed: virtue-oriented education is shrouded in by intelligence-oriented education; the learn-
ing for meaning of life is shrouded in by the study for knowledge; and modern civic virtue education driven
by the pursuit of utility, knowledge and formulas, has lost its root, the self-cultivation.
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