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Features of Expert Teachers” Thinking and Action in Teaching

Chen Xiangming

Abstract: A number of primary and secondary school teachers in Beijing have been surveyed longitudinally. It is
found that most of the teachers, especially expert teachers, exhibited a holistic understanding of teaching and learning as
well as a unity of knowing and action in teaching, which composed of their personal philosophy as the basis of their
professional livelihood. It is concluded that Chinese teachers” native mindset and actions are worthy of special attention by
academic experts and administrators, as they are necessary mediating tools to re—contextualize and re—construct the
outside reform ideas in their school contexts. At present, more holistic, situated and even tacit means of school-based
professional learning should be provided to Chinese teachers.
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reasoning, unity of knowing and action

Author: Chen Xiangming, professor of Graduate School of Education, Director of Centre for Basic Education and
Teacher Education, Peking University ~(Beijing 100871)

(S X ]

— 138 —



