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Abstract

Parental involvement in children’s education is a critical factor associated with children’s
socio-emotional and educational outcomes. However, low parental involvement occurs
more often among economically disadvantaged families. It is unclear what mechanisms
may explain the association between family economic status and parents’ educational
involvement. Using a large low-income sample from northwestern China (N = 12,724),
we examined the influence of two proximal processes in parents — expectation for chil-
dren’s highest educational attainment and perceived barriers to invalve — in linking family
economic status and the involvement of parents in childrens education. We alse exam-
ined whether these relations may vary by parents’ level of education. Results of structural
equation modeling suggested that parents’ expectation and perceived barriers mediated
the relationship between family economic status and parental involvement. These rela-
tions were particularly prominent among highly educated mothers. Findings elucidate
proximal processes in parents and highlight the unique effects of economic status and
parents’ level of education in understanding the link between family economic status and
parental educational involvement in Chinese families.
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Students’ course experience and engagement: an attempt to
bridge two lines of research on the quality of undergraduate
education

Hongbiao Yin® and Zheng Ke®

“Department of Curriculum and Instrument, Chinese University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong, China; ®The Institute of
Curriculum and Instruction, East China Normal University, Shanghai, China

ABSTRACT KEYWORDS
This study attempts to bridge two current lines of research on the quality of Quality assurance;
undergraduate education, Le. students’ ed
Defining student engagement from a psychological perspective, this study ~ course experience
explores the relationships between students’ course experiences and their ““;‘“"“"“'*"'”f“"t'_“"
motivation and engagement with a sample of 882 Chinese undergraduates 21| 19°9==nts=es
who participated ina ionnaire survey. Th I truct quati
maodelling indicate that, although clear goals and standards, generic
skills and appropriate workload positively relate to student engagement,
appropriate assessment has a dual effect, while good teaching and emphasis
e = 5 B e Y
and engagement. These findings reveal the potential of combining the two
lines of research, and reflect some characteristics of teaching and learning
in Chinese higher education institutions. The results have implications for

the quality of ion in China.

Introduction

Ower the past two decades, the concept of quality has been one of the most influential ‘meta-ideas’
in higher education {Stensaker 2007, 99). Due to a greater emphasks on accountability, the quality of
teaching and learning in higher education institutions has been under close scrutiny from govern-
ments because student learning is one of the core objectives of universities and colleges. A number of
nationwide surveys focusing on undergraduate students’ perceptions of teaching quality and leaming
experiences have been administered in many countries, including the US, the UK and Australia.

In general, these national surveys consist of two lines of research. The first line mainly concerns
students' course experiences or their perceptions of the guality of teaching provided by instructors. In
Australia, the Graduate Careers Council has conducted the annual Australian Graduate Survey (AGS) of
araduates’ course experiences and destinations since 1993 (Wilson, Lizzia, and Ramsden 1997). Inspired
by the AGS, the UK initiated an annual Mational Student Survey in 2005 (Richardson, Slater, and Wilson
2007). As pointed out by Coates (2005), this line of research and national surveys emphasise informa-
tion related to the quality of teaching and programmes. The second line primarily focuses on student
engagement or what students are actually doing in universities. In the US, the National Survey of
Student Engagement (NSSE) initiated by the Indiana University Center for Postsecondary Research
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