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What is curriculum 
integration? 
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Environmental

Media

Global 

A transdisciplinary 
curriculum 

Real world 
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The Story Model  
A transdisciplinary curriculum 



• PERSONAL

• CULTURAL

• GLOBAL

• UNIVERSAL

Frames of Knowing/Learning



Veteran teacher –  50 years

High School – Phys. Ed., English, 
Science

University – All levels - Education

Philosophy: Constructivist

  

Personal Story - Susan



• European White woman 

• Canadian – British, Scottish, Irish

• Live in Toronto – a multicultural city  

Cultural Story



Globalization
Technology
Trade
Global warming 

What happens in Shanghai affects Canada 
and what happens in Canada affects Shanghai. 

Global Story



• All humans make sense of the world 
through story

• Humans learn in similar ways

Universal Story





The old story isn't working anymore! 

Understanding the Present Story



Deconstruct the “old story” to discover the 
values that drive the story

Understanding the Old Story



• We have the power to change the story

• New Story driven by values

• Best of the Old Story and Emerging Story

Understanding 
the New Story



  

Emerging new story: 
 A Dialectic

A back and forth between two opposites



My Story

If I believe in the values of the New 
Story …

I need to both tell the New Story and 
act on it. 

My Story  MY ACTION



Fasten your seatbelt, Ontario's new law takes off:
From now on, every person riding in a vehicle in 
Ontario must be buckled up.
CBC Dec 1, 2006 https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/fasten-your-seatbelt-ontario-s-new-law-takes-off-1.627971

New Stories



My StoryNew Stories

https://nextshark.com/shanghai-now-fining-people-7-not-wearing-seat-belts/



Education/Research

Legislation

Technology

Social Media

Catalysts for Change



My Story

Canada warming at twice the global rate, 
leaked report finds

CBC News, April 1, 2019 https://www.cbc.ca/news/technology/canada-warming-at-twice-the-global-rate-leaked-report-
finds-1.5079765

Here’s how climate change is going to affect 
China’s energy use
Kemp-Duke, K (Jan 15, 2019) World Economic Forum https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2019/01/as-temperatures-rise-so-
will-china-s-energy-use

Emerging New Stories  
Climate Change



My Story

Shanghai announces anti-pollution measures 
tougher than Beijing’s
Chen, S. (April 4, 2013) China Morning Post, https://www.scmp.com/news/china/article/1205066/shanghai-announces-anti-
pollution-measures-tougher-beijings

Air pollution results in 7,700 premature 
deaths in Canada each year, report says

CBC (June 1, 2017). 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/health/air-pollution-results-in-7-700-premature-deaths-in-canada-each-year-report-says-

1.4140794

Emerging New Stories  
Pollution



Child Overweight and Obesity in Shanghai, 
China: Contextualizing Chinese Socioeconomic 
and Gender Differences. Martinson, ML, Chang, ML, Han, WJ & Wen, J. (2018). 
PubMed.com
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29030808

Canada’s obesity rate has doubled since the 
1970s. What happened? Young (Sept 24, 2018) Global News. 
https://globalnews.ca/news/4456664/obesity-in-canada/

Emerging New Stories - 
Health



• Change in most professions ( e.g. health care)

• Technology/social media

• Mental health and wellness

• LGBTQ story

• Drugs

• Education ? 

Emerging New Stories 



Flickr photo by Total Mayhem

Flickr photo by Alec Corous 

Story Model in Education 
From Old to New Story



• Students in rows
• Teacher lectures
• Student is a 
passive learner

• Teacher is the expert
• Disciplines
• Standardized Tests
• Factory Model 

Old Story - Practices



Linear, procedural thinking
(Left brain) Competition

Objectivity Hierarchy/power

Prediction/control Socialization in schools
(status quo)

Experts Passive learners

Old Story - Values



EITHER
DISCIPLINES
• Accountable
• Traditional
• Phonics
• Math Algorithms
• Standardized tests

• Assessment OF 
learning

OR
INTERDISCIPLINARY
• Relevant
• Holistic/constructivist
• Whole language
• Discovery math
• Teacher-based 
tests/performance-
based

• Assessment FOR and 
AS learning

The Dialectic



• Inquiry-driven, technology-embedded
• Multiple literacies
• 21st Century Competencies 
• Project-based
• Connected to real life – global connections
• Interactive learning
• Dynamic teacher role
• Differentiated and personalized learning and assessment 
strategies 

New Story Practices



New Story Literacies

Traditional 
Literacies

Reading
Writing
Arithmetic
Oral 
Disciplinary literacies
Scientific, historical, 
Artistic etc.

New Literacies

Environmental
Character Education
Visual
Moral
Financial
Technological
Critical etc. 



New Story Competencies

Communication
Collaboration
Creativity
Critical Thinking
Information Management Skills
Higer Order Thinking Skills
Personal Management Skills



    New Story Both/And
BOTH

DISCIPLINARY
Accountable
Traditional
Traditional literacies
Phonics
Math Algorithms
Standardized tests

Assessment OF learning

AND

INTERDISCIPLINARY
Relevant
Holistic
New literacies
Whole language
Discovery math
Teacher-based 
Tests/performance-
based
Assessment FOR and 
AS learning



Introduction 

Can you tell a personal story about an 
experience with a car? (Personal story)

How do people in our culture think about 
cars?  Cultural story 

The Story Model as a curriculum model 
studying the “CAR”  



My Personal 
and Cultural Story 

This interpretation of the New Story  of "Cars" in 
China is filtered through the lens of my personal 
and cultural experiences. 

Asking students to tell a personal story is the "hook" 
to help students see relevance in a topic. 

Looking at the cultural and global story pushes 
students to see beyond their own stories. 



Economics

Social Issues

Environmental

Media

Global 

The Story Model 
using “Cars” 

CARS

History/Global

Politics

Law

Technology



Relationship of disciplines
 in the Story Model 



Economics

Social Issues

Environmental

Media

History 

Brainstorm Interconnections 
with “Cars” 

CARS

Global

Politics

Law

Technology



Do we need a new story? 

Present story of “CARS”  

Zheng, A. (April 189. 2017) China Morning 
Posthttps://www.scmp.com/news/china/economy/article/2088876/china
s-more-300-million-vehicles-drive-pollution-congestion



Present  story of “CARS”  

By 2000, the Car is the most popular product in China. Over 
330,000,000.  

Pollution and congestion are now accepted as the norm.

Massive restrictions are placed on car license plate 
registrations 

Bicycle lanes converted for more cars.

Swartz J. The Urban Country http://www.theurbancountry.com/2013/02/photos-chinas-history-of-bicycles.html



Present story of “CARS”  



China to Begin Exporting Used Cars
China joins global vehicle boom, begins 
export of used cars to Nigeria Legit July 30, 2019 
: https://www.legit.ng/1251596-china-joins-global-vehicle-boom-begins-export-cars-nigeria.html

TRUMP'S TARIFFS ON CHINESE 
ELECTRIC CARS SEEN LIKELY TO LAST 
Crowe Automotive Weekly 
Crowe Automotive Weekly  https://www.crowe.com/ca/crowemackay/insights/automotive-weekly/china-to-begin-exporting-used-
cars?utm_source=Mondaq&utm_medium=syndication&utm_campaign=View-Original

Present story of “CARS”  



 Present day story of 
“CARS”  

https://foreignpolicy.com/2018/12/31/a-billion-bicyclists-can-be-wrong-china-business-bikeshare/



Old story of “CARS”  

http://www.theurbancountry.com/2013/02/photos-chinas-history-of-bicycles.html

Cyclists in Shanghai 1991 – China is the Bicycle Kingdom 



The Dialectic

BICYCLE KINGDOM versus CARS 

JOBS versus ENVIRONMENT

CONVENIENCE versus INCONVENIENCE

LOW TECHNOLOGY versus HIGH TECH

STATUS versus LOW STATUS



• Electric vehicles

• Abandon the internal-combustion engine

• CATL, the biggest car-battery maker in China, is 
building a new plant second only in size to Tesla’s 
gigafactory in Nevada. China’s total planned battery-
making capacity is three times that which the rest of the 
world will construct.

• The Economist, April 4, 2019, https://www.economist.com/briefing/2019/04/04/chinas-plans-for-the-electrified-
autonomous-and-shared-future-of-the-car

Future story of “CARS”  



BOTH AND

Bicycles  Cars

Low technology- human 
power 

Complex technology-
electric

Low pollution  Convenience – 
Modernization 

Equal status Equal Status

Future story of “CARS”
Jobs and Environment  



Future story of Education
Using the Story Model

We have the collective power to 
consciously change the story we live by. 

Using the Story Model to unpack wicked 
problems will involve many different 
disciplines but give students skills to live 
successfully in a challenging, globalized 
technological world. 



NEW Story – MY ACTION 
 


